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Naming of Warships

The naming of PLA naval vessels follows strict rules. According to the Naval Vessels
Naming Regulation, promulgated in 1978, the names of naval vessels must be easy
to remember, easy to read and unique, and they must ‘embody the nation’s integrity
and exemplify the history and culture of China’. Surface combatants above cruiser
class must be named by the State Council after provinces, administrative regions or
municipalities. For example, China’s first aircraft carrier, the Liaoning, was named
after Liaoning Province, the country’s heavy industry hub, where the ship was
remodelled. Also, in order to avoid repetitive names, geographical boundaries are
strictly observed; for example, the vessels of the North Sea Fleet must be named
after provinces, cities and autonomous regions in northern, north-eastern or north-
western China.

Naval vessels are also named after historical figures. For example, the oceangoing
training ship Zhenghe and the training ship Sichang were named after renowned
Ming mariner Zheng He (1371-1435) and prominent naval commander of the late
Qing’s Beiyang Fleet, Deng Shichang (1849-1894).



